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MAIN THEMES

Architectural concepts

Specific examples from 
architect interviews 

Key to architect interviews

WD: Wing Design
AT: Atelier Tekuto 
ALX: Architect Label Xain
MT: Makiko Tsukada Architects
FS: Fumihiko Sano Studio
YK: Yuusuke Karasawa
IH: Itsuko Hasegawa

But also adding floors
(AT)

Removing �oors

One tiny house as one 
big room. (ALX)

Varied 
circulation 
routes (YK)

Finding room under 
the dining table for 
stairs. (MT)

Space as a volume 
not a plan

Light from above

Floating elements

Abstract forms in 
contrast to existing 
context (ALX)

Running a guest 
house to follow 
inhabitation (WD)

Of building

Negotiation 
between architects 
vision and 
inhabitants lifestyle

Engawa

Developing new 
materials and 
innovating through 
architecture

Flexibility and choice 

Physically �tting into gaps

Public/private

Vision and 
everyday reality

Hidden windows

Of inhabitation

Enhancing heritage 
with new additions

Listening to ‘raw’ 
voices rather than 
powerful institutions 
(IH)

Removing columns

Structurally secure 
outside + flexible 
inside (AT)

Sazae-doh
(Double helix 
stairs)

Open circulation

Bespoke internal 
elements

Designing curtains 
as well as glazingReinterpreting shōji 

screens as flexible 
module (MT)

Contemporary 
interpretations of 
sukiya-zukuri
(FSS)
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FROM MICRO TO MONUMENT
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